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but the Alur tribe of that region only hunt them when they
have dragged away a man ; and they think that any one
who has taken away a crocodile's eggs must be on his guard
when he walks near the bank of the river, for the crocodiles
will try to avenge the injury by seizing him.1 In general
the Foulahs of Senegambia dare not kill a crocodile from
fear of provoking the vengeance of the relations and friends
of the murdered reptile ; but if the sorcerer gives his consent
and passes his word that he will guarantee them against the
vengeance of the family of the deceased, they will pluck up
courage to attack one of the brutes.2

Crocodiles         Like the Dyaks, the natives of Madagascar never kill a
respected in crocodile " except in retaliation for one of their friends who

Madagas-

car.           has been destroyed by a crocodile.     They believe that the

wanton destruction of one of these reptiles will be followed
by the loss of human life, in accordance with the principle of
lex talionisr    The people who live near the lake Itasy in
Madagascar make a yearly proclamation to the crocodiles,
announcing that they will revenge the death of some of their
friends by killing as many crocodiles in return, and warning
all well-disposed crocodiles to keep out of the way, as they
have no quarrel with them, but only with their evil-minded
relations who have  taken human life.8    Various tribes of
Madagascar believe themselves to be descended from croco-
diles, and accordingly they view the scaly reptile as, to all
intents and purposes, a man and a brother.     If one of the
animals should so far forget himself as to devour one of his
human kinsfolk, the chief of the tribe, or in his absence an
old man familiar with the tribal customs, repairs at the head
of the people to the edge of the water, and summons the
family of the culprit to deliver him up to the arm of justice.
A hook is then baited and cast into the river or lake.    Next
day the guilty brother, or one of his family, is dragged ashore,
and after his crime has been clearly brought home to him by
a strict interrogation, he is sentenced to death and executed.
The claims of justice being thus satisfied and the majesty of
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